
International Journal of Research in Social Sciences 

Vol. 9, Issue 4, April - 2019,  
ISSN: 2249-2496 Impact Factor: 7.081 
Journal Homepage: http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com       
Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Refereed Open Access International Journal - Included in the International Serial Directories Indexed & Listed at: Ulrich's 
Periodicals Directory ©, U.S.A., Open J-Gate as well as in Cabell’s Directories of Publishing Opportunities, U.S.A 

  

1414 International Journal of Research in Social Sciences 
http://www.ijmra.us, Email: editorijmie@gmail.com 

 

Tea Planters and Assimi lat ion with the Indigenous People of Assam 

Dr Amorj it  Saikia  

Associate Professor  

Depart ment  of Sociology  

Margherita College  

 

Abstract:  

The t ea plantat ion scat t ered throughout  t he Brahmaput ra and Barak va l leys.  The  

Upper  Assam o f t he  Brahmaput ra va l ley beg inning  fro m Bokakhat  t owards the  

east  and north east  cover ing S ibsagar ,  Dibrugarh and T insuk ia d ist r ict s,  have  

occupied  more than 50% o f t he land by t ea p lantat ions.  Likewise,  from 

Dhek ia ju l i t o  Lakhimpur  in  t he no r th bank t ea garden s have occup ied  about  30% 

of t he tot al land areas.  In t he Barak va l ley the d ist r ict s o f Kar imganj,  Ha ilakand i  

d ist r ict s have the largest  area o f p lant at ions.  The people with t he ir  d if ferent  

soc io -cultura l background liv ing in t he p lantat ion are a lready ass imilat ed to  

each other  and fo r med the t ea garden communit y.  T he ass imilat ion process  

among those peop le t ook place ver y rap id ly due to  t he ir  co mmo n econo mic  

atmosphere in t he p lantat ions.  Busy l i fe  in  t he p lantat ion led them to  fo rget  t he ir  

ind iv idua l soc ia l o rders and  l ive co mmon soc io -cu ltural l i fe .  I nd ividua l r it ua ls  

beco me co mmo n ce lebrat ions,  spec ia l ly,  t hose bear ing s imilar it ie s.  

Key words:  plantat ion,  assimilated, socio -cul tural  l if e ,  Brahmaputra and Barak 

val leys  etc.  

I .  Introduct ion:  

The t ea p lantat ion scat t ered throughout  t he Brahmaput ra and Barak  

va l leys.  The Upper  Assam of t he Brahmaput ra va lle y beg inning fro m Bokakha t  

towards the east  and north east  cover ing S ibsagar ,  Dibrugar h and T insuk ia  

d ist r ict s,  have occupied more than 50% of  t he land by t ea plantat ions.  Likewise,  

fro m Dhek ia ju l i t o  Lakhimpur  in t he no rth bank t ea gardens have occupied about  

30% of t he tot al land  areas.  I n t he Barak va l ley t he d ist r ict s o f Kar imganj,  

Ha ilakand i d ist r ict s have the largest  area o f p lant at ions.  A l l o f t he t ea gardens  

o f bo th the va l leys  were opened by the Br it ish t ea p lanters,  which in lat er  

per iod,  some o f t hem so ld to  t he nat ive  owners.  The  p lantat ions  emplo y 

labourers in per manent  and t emporary bas is.  The per manent  labourers are kept  

fo r  free a ccess fo r  t he who le year  whi le t he casua ls  who  are emplo yed  only  

dur ing the p luck ing sess io ns,  a l lowed  to live in t he p lantat ion wit h the ir  

re lat ives who  is imper manent  employee.  A few o thers l ive in  t he ir  
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ne ighbourhoods.  About  50% of t he  tot al popu lat ion o f t his  co mmunit y l ives in  

t he p lantat ion areas.  So me 40% o f t he ir  populat ion l ive  in  t he vi l lages and ar e  

ca lled Ex- t ea garden labourers as recognized by the St at e Government .  

Other10% of t hem is  engaged  as  da i ly ra t ed worker  in  PWD, Forest s,  and ONGC 

under  cont racto rs and in  o ther  ent erpr ises.  A ver y o f t hem are a lso  in  d if ferent  

services.  The workers who  are d irect ly r e lat ed to  t he p lantat ion works are eas i ly  

t raceable.  But  t he Ex- t ea garden labourers,  living in  t he  vil lages ca l led  ‘bonga l i’  

vi l lage,  are  lit t le  d if f icu lt  to  recognize,  if  t he inhabit ant s are o f mix nature.   A 

good number  o f t hem however  mixed  up with the ind igenous peop les.  The  

service ho lder s in d ifferent  organizat ions are scat t ered in accordance to  t he ir  

occupat iona l areas.  The peop le o f  t his communit y are found in about  who le  o f  

t he St at e most ly in and the ad jacent  o f the t ea garden areas.  

II.  Assimilat ion:  

The peop le  wit h t he ir  d i fferent  soc io -cu ltura l background l iv ing  in  t he  

p lantat ion are a lready ass imilat ed to  each other  and fo r med the t ea garden 

communit y.  The ass imilat ion process among those people took place ver y rap id ly 

due to  t he ir  co mmo n econo mic atmosphere in t he p lantat ions.  Busy l i fe  in  t he  

p lantat ion led  them to  fo rget  t he ir  ind iv idua l soc ia l o rders and l ive co mmo n 

soc io -cultura l l ife .  I nd iv idua l r it ua ls become co mmon ce lebrat ions,  spec ia lly,  

t hose bear ing  s imilar it ie s.  Now a days most  o f t he ir  r it ua ls only obser ved by the  

ind iv idua l famil ies.  

The peop le who  live in t he d ist ant  vil lages in groups succeeded in keep ing  

some o f t he ir  soc ia l o rders which can be seen at  present  a lso .  They are t he so le  

people t o  be ident ified as sources o f t he ir  age o ld t radit ion,  which,  t he present  

generat ion is t rying to  revive.   

The minor  groups who  live wit h t he  majo r it y o f ind igenous people,  

however ,  a ss imilat ed with them ver y rap id ly.  Some o f t hem even fo rgot t en the ir  

commo n language ‘sadr i’ language and speak the ind igenous languages.  The 

soc ia l mil ieu o f t hese peop le has been a lready lost .  

The peop le who  are scat t ered due to  t he ir  emplo yment  in d if ferent  

o rganizat ions and enterpr ises have a lso  lost  t he ir  ind iv idua l soc ia l ident it y and  

adopted those nearest  and at t ached to  t hem.  Only through the ir  t it le s t hey cou ld  

be  ident if ied  as  be lo ng ing  to  t he t ea communit y.  Amo ng  these  peop le,  t here ar e  

a lso  a ver y few educated and emplo yed groups who  use to  writ e  t it le s s imilar  t o  

t he more advanced groups to  avo id the ir  ident ificat ion with the t ea communit y.   
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             Here,  educat ion p la ys majo r  ro le in  t he ir  ass imilat ion process.  They  

adopted Assamese a s med ium o f int er act ion wit h o ther  people and educat ing 

the ir  chi ldren in  Assamese  med ium.  The  P lantat ion Act .1951 provided  wit h L.P.  

Schoo ls in  t he t ea gardens most  o f which are o f Assamese med ium.  A ver y smal l 

number ,  I  came into  contact ,  however ,  a re o f  Hind i med ium which are a lso  now -

a-days beco ming bil ingua l.  The chi ldren fro m the ir  in it ia l st ages beg in the ir  

educat ion in  Assamese and  those who  cont inue educat ion are habituat ed with 

t his language even at  t he po int  o f fo rget t ing the ‘sadr i’ language.  Th us,  t he 

growth o f l it eracy in  t he t ea garden resu lt s t he increase o f Assamese  speak ing  

people.  

 The vi l lage schoo ls,  most  o f which are  a lso  o f Assamese med ium,  have  

same impact  t he t ea communit y.  T he  scat t ered smal l numbers,  however ,  i f  

set t led  wit h non- Assamese majo r it y adopt ing d ifferent  languages and  habit s  

t hrough the ir  soc ia l re lat ions.  

I I I .   Culture and Celebrat ions:  

The t ea garden communit y now has fu l ly adopted the Assamese language.  This  

he lped them to  underst and about  t he Assamese soc iet y and cu lture.  As we know 

that  Bihu is  t he most  popular  fest iva l o f t he Assamese peop le,  t hese peop le a lso  

began to  perfo r m and enjo y with equa l par t ic ipat ion l ike the  ind igenous  

Assamese.  Espec ia l ly t he Bohag -Bihu  and Magh-Bihu have at t ract ed them 

most ly.  The fest ivit y o f t he co lourfu l Bohag -Bihu and the spec ia l occas io n o f 

t he d if ferent  ed ibles,  prepared out  o f t he new seeds,  s imiler  t o  t he ‘no -khuwa’,  

Tushu,  Usha Pu ja et c.  dur ing the Magh -Sankrant i at t ract s t hem towards Magh-

Bihu.  Bes ides,  t he Nava -Vaishnav re l ig ion pr eached by Sr i Sankardeva,  s imilar  

to  t he Va ishnavas o f Benga l and Or issa,  eas i ly at t ract s t hem in the vi l lage  

atmosphere.  Likewise,  t he rural act ivit ies o f t he ind igenous people,  familiar  t o  

t he ir  own,  also  at t ract  t he Ex- t ea garden peop le in t he ir  ne ighbo urs.  Other  

act ivit ies l ike barbar  syst em preva lent  in t he int er io r  villages ; working under  a  

far mer  as ‘ha luwa’,  et c.  are also  responsib le fo r  t he ir  ass imilat ion.  

The ‘Karam’ fest iva l o f t he t ea community is  a lso  respons ib le fo r  br ing ing  

bo th the soc iet ies  c loser  t o  each other .  The fest ivit y o f t he ‘ jhumo ir ’ at t ract s t he 

Assamese youths t o  part ic ipat e and s ing and dance wit h them.  This  c loseness  

br ings them so  c lose that  somet imes it  resu lt s with marr iage between them which 

is a lso  one o f t he impor t ant  fact o rs fo r the ir  ass imilat ion.  
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The t ea communit y l iving  in Bodo land and Kar bi Ang lo ng d ist r ict s,  t hough 

educated in Assamese,  is  more prompt  to  be ass imilat ed with them and soc ia l 

re lat ionships deve loped thereon led them to  come more and c loser  to  each other .  
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